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For My Love

Feba Liza Binu, CSI Parish Abu Dhabi
(Winning Article for Poem Writing Competition in Junior Category on the
topic ‘Nature’)

The earth was dark and dull,

No cats, dogs, buffaloes and bull,
One from the heaven spoke,
Where the light was brought.

Look! The black changed to green,
Beauty has risen to be clean,

And God put the name,

It is known as nature.

Blue sky and green plants rose,
In the up I hear the crows,
Withe their beaks pointed,
And crying, “Craw, Craw!”

How beautiful it is now,

To see the wonders around low,
To run and play and sing,

To praise and worship and adore.

The Creator, Almighty, Messiah,

I shout out to you, “Alleluia!”,

You've given me the fresh smelling air,
To withstand strongly in life.

My love is made wonderful and bright,
And I can sleep peacefully at night,

By dreaming and wandering the colors,
Which are brighter than the rainbow.

The serpent was the culprit of my love,
n But my God sent angels who are white as dove.
) To guard the nature, my love of life,
From the strong swords of evil.
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I give my glory to my Savior,
For building me the perfect barrier,
To block all the winds of Satan,
And to spread joy and peace.

Nature! No one destroys you,
Until the return of my Jesu,
With his marvelous Holy Spirit,
I will protect you safely.

I am here, God is there,

Who is going to kill you dare?
You are the fruit of the world,
And the light of my heart.
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YHE RECIPE VO BEING HAPPY

Dona Juby, CSI Parish Dubai
(Winning Article for Story Writing in Junior Category on the topic ‘Poor and Rich’)

Ona cold and frosty day, little Jeremy was walking home with his mother. On the
way to his house, he saw two small girls, playing in the snow. They were dressed
inrags and had no gear to keep them warm. He wondered how they can be happy
and carefree. But he did not want to go and ask the little girls, as little Jeremy was
a very proud boy and always believed that the rich and wealthy should not
mingle with the poor kids on the streets.

As they reached home, his dog, Buddy came running to his master. Once all
warm and dried, Jeremy ran to his Granny, and told about the two girls that he
had seen. His Granny calmly listened and then told him, “Oh! Jeremy, didn't you
know that happiness does not come from money or the toys or gifts that you
have? It is the small thing, darling, that truly makes you happy and grateful.”
Hearing this little Jeremy was confused, because he had always thought that it is
indeed money that makes a man truly happy.

This thought kept bugging his little mind that he just couldn't think of anything
else but the two happy faces of the little girls.

The next day, he went to his Sunday school teacher and asked her, “why does
giving make some people happy Ma’am?”” She smiled at him and said, “Come
here boy, let me tell you a story!”

She told him the story of WWYATTVR 19 1111) =8 1) (01T =11 ¥s

the poor woman who had - -
heperaspses Who will make God happier?
oAUt -bll The poor woman or the selfish
gave it all to God in his

Temple. While the rich rich?

with plenty gave nothing
at all. This poor woman
gave God all that she had with no doubt or regards. The teacher asked, “What do
you think Jeremy? Who is more blessed? Who will make God happier? The poor
woman or the selfish rich? Jeremy looked up at the teacher and realized what she
was trying to tell him. The teacher continued, “Our Heavenly Father, Jeremy, the
| one who created you and me, the one who gave all the riches that you see,
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expects you to give back my boy, not to hoard up! For the biggest sacrifice
- anyone could ever make was already made by him, because of which we are
alive. Jeremy, hearing this ran to the Bible kept on the table and read out, loud
and bold, “John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life”

“Exactly!”, said the teacher with a huge smile. She could see the little drops of
tears falling from poor Jeremy's eyes. She happily asked him if he still thought
that having money and toys and good clothes made him happy. Jeremy laughed
and said, “No! But I do know something that will surely make me and my
heavenly father happy!” saying this he ran outside to the spot where he had seen
the two girls. But sadly he could not find them. Dejected, he built a snowman and
left a note in it that said, “Thank you for teaching me true happiness. I always
thought that going to the best school, having the latest toys and wearing the best
clothes was supposed to make me happy. But I learned that happiness is in giving
and not taking. Thank you for teaching me to be happy.

Love, A happy boy who would love to play with you both someday.”
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Fedr of God

Krupa Thomas, CSI Parish Dubai
(Winning Article for Essay Writing Competition in Junior Category)

"The very thought of singing a solo brings chills on our knees, an attempt to play
any musical instrument for a live audience makes us go crazy, the thought of
having to do an elocution brings fear all overus!’

The word “fear” often engulfs us. Yet, as Christian how do you think we could
tackle it?

Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of Lord is the beginning of all our wisdom and the
knowledge of the Holy One brings righteousness. While we are so worried about
the materialistic things on Earth; we often forget about Our Creator, who has
created each one of us to do his will on Earth.

In fact, it is said in Exodus 14:14 'The Lord will fight for you, you need only to
be still!'

Such is the promise of our God Almighty.

There is nothing in this world that could be achieved without surrendering
ourselves completely to the Lord.

We must have fear of God to do his will on Earth and resist the temptations that
come our way. What are the pre- requisites of 'Fear of God'?

1. Faith:

Faith is the one foundation of any - - .
Christian's life. Hebrews 11:1 says- If nothlng in this world

'Now faith is the assurance we have of | could satisfy you, you

things hoped for, conviction of things
not seen. The greatest example of probably were made for

faith is Daniel. Even when Daniel was another world

thrown into the lions’ den, he was sure
that the Lord would deliver him and he prayed. In fact, he feared God and kept
himself away from the 'unclean' food that was given to him. The food is called
'unclean' as the meat used was avoided by Jews, was soaked in blood and was
offered to the idols.
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2.Obedience:

When we know who Gos is and we have full knowledge of his power, we always
try to follow his precepts and obey him. Abraham was a man, full of faith and
obedience.

He obeyed God even when he was asked to sacrifice his only son Issac. He
feared the Lord and obeyed him without giving it a second thought.

3.Love:

When we fear God, we also try to love as the Lord loved us. John 13:35 says, 'By
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.' An
example of love is that of Mary Magdalene who even broke the alabastar jar and
used her new perfume for Jesus.

John 3:16 says, 'For God so loved the world that he gave his one only son that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.' When we have
Christ in us we remember all his commands and have full faith in our savior. We
may be tempted by the evil. However, when we fear God, we definitely can
resist all the temptations that surround us. The only thing we need to do is to
believe in our father who has given his only son for our sins. There is a quote that
says, 'If nothing in this world could satisfy you, you probably were made for
another world!'

This world may never sustain us. Yet, our father in heaven knows us and the 'Fear
of God' will bring us to full salvation!
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Infloence OF Western Culture

Sarin Teji, CSI Parish, Abu Dhabi
(Winning Article for Essay Writing in Senior Category)

“Train a child in the way of the Lord,
Such that when he grows he does not depart from it.”

“Culture” may be experienced as the ways, trends or usual behavior or attitude
of people characterized by demographic or geographic location. Since long the
world culture has been broadly distinguished into “western” culture and
“eastern” culture with a common notion that the “west” is more modern and
extrovert in approach while the “East” is more traditional and introvert in
nature/approach.

Today in the era of globalization and socialization (By Socialization....
reference is to social media) the barriers between The Western Culture and
Eastern Culture are fast crumbling. With Eastern Culture mimicking or adopting
Western Culture under the name of “modernization” and Western Culture
adopting many Eastern practices under the name of “going back to the roots”.
This is evidenced in more and more western clothing, music and food in Eastern
places including India. People gaining expertise in English & foreign languages
while loosing out on their mother language/tongue. The Western Culture is
following Eastern traditions as is seen in the growing practice of yoga and the
like ayurvedic medicine, chants and mantras.

As christians we cannot and must not .
differentiate or build walls to distinguish a Our behavior should

Western/Eastern culture. Especially as be gOVerned by the
Christians from an eastern background, we language oflove
owe a lot to the West, considering the
missionary work in India was primarily &
majorly done by the West. It is this Western Culture that led to the translation of
the Bible to our mother tongue, education of the society, abolishment of slavery,
non-discrimination between castes, women empowerment, family upliftment
etc. Hence Western culture has played a very positive influence in our lives. But
just as every coin has two sides, there are a few negative influences too which is
a result of ultra modern thinking wherein shift from family life changes,
n priorities changes and all these changes in turn do get adapted to some extent as
; many at times we tend to mimic things that are “happening” specially with the
growing influence of social media without giving a thought to whether it is the
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right thing or whether this is needed. Hence to curb this distinction should not be

" made between The West or the East but distinction should be made between
good & bad. As christians & within our Christian families we must nurture
attitudes which are Christlike as the Almighty created 'Man in his “image” not
West/East. And after creating everything the Lord said “It is good”. We must
strive to raise our children in the way of the Lord. As was instructed to the
Israelites to memorize the Word of the Lord day & night, to write it on doorposts
etc. Our christian lives should not be restricted only to Sunday culture but to an
everyday attitude. Christianity is to be testified by the way we carry ourselves
and this should be the principle or Culture of Christians whether in the West or
East.

Influence of Western Culture has both positive & negative sides throughout
history but as Christians reflecting Christlike attitude there ideally should not be
any material difference as our behavior should be governed by the language of
love. As before mentioned with the growing influence of social media & the
world under one roof of our cultures should be to reflect Christ.
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